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-, "--'.l 40- A.ND SS-CEiT MINll^UM R.VT-5S RECaiTENDED FOR JK'AELRY 
: : . ' : • • INDUSTRY WOPJSRS . ..-- • 

'••'•p. A\ report bv the Jewelry Manufacturing Industry Committee unanimously 

recommending minimuin wage rates of 40 and 35 cents an hour was received today 

by Colonel Philip B. Fleming, Administrator cf the VJage and Hour Division, 

U. S. Department of Labor. Those m.inima will increase the hourly w.age rates of 

an estimated 8,000 v/orkers in the industry. 

The 40-cent minimum r-at.e will apply for .all workers engaged in the fol­

lov/ing classifications within the industry: 

(1) manufacturing, processing or asse.mbling of v/atch casos made 

of any material; . ., , . 

. ' •'. (2) manufacturing, cutting, poli.shing, encrusting, or engraving 

of nreciouE, semi-precious, synthetic or i.mitation stones; 

(3) manufacturing, processing or assembling of precious jewelry. 

Precious jev/elry as used herein moans jewelry made of platinum 

:- er gold of 10 karat fineness or better, or jewelry containing 

precious .ctones such as diamonds, pearls, sircons, emeralds, 

rubies, garn.-̂ ts, etc. 

The 35-cent minimuT. rate ->,vill apply for all v/orkers employed in the 

production of all other m.at.erials covered by tho definition of the jewelry 

manufacturi.ng industry. 

Colonel Fleming will schedule a public hearing on the recommendations 

at which interested parties may appear in support cf, or in opposition to, 

'the proposals. The jewelry m.anufacturing industry is conc.-uitrated largely in 
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Nevr England and the New York motrop'ilitan area. The total number of workers 

in the industry is normally about 3o,000, em.plcyed in over 1,000 plants, 

according tc figures coi.ipiled by the Research and Statistics Br.anch of the 

Wage and Hour Division. . ' • ; ' ; ."i,-. 

The Jewelry Ivlanufacturing Industry Committee is the tv/enty-first report­

ing a recommendation under Section 8 of the Fair Labor Standards Aict which 

authorized the Administrator to act on the recommendations of industry com-

mittes'S by advancing v/hole industries toward the 40-cent minirium goal of the 

lav'j where this can be done without substantially curtailing employment. 

The Chairman of the Jewelry lianufacturing Lndustry Committee vias 

Clyde 0. Fisher of Middletov/n, Connecticut. Other members were: For the 

Public: George Hurley, Providence, Rhode Island; LaRue Brov/n, Boston, Jlass.; 

VJilli-aai J. Mack, Nov/ York, N'sw York; and Frank Kingdon, VJest Orange, New 

Jersey; For the Eraployees: Lecn Williams, Brcnx, New York; S.amuel E. . ' 

Beardsley, Nev/ York, Nev/ York; Ai. J, Caul, Chicago, Illinois; .Inthony J. 

Sabella, Nsvr York, Nev: York; and S.a.m Sandberg, Providence, Rhode Isl-and; 

For the Employers: Charles Jolm Simeon, Provide.nce, Rhode Island; Sturgis 

C. Rice, Plainville, Massachusetts; Rnwson L. lAIood, New York, Nev/ York; 

August ICappel, New York, Nev/ York; and Leo F. Krussman, Nev/ "̂ iTcrk, Neiv York. 
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